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On Veterans Day, Congressman John Adler calls for action to help local veterans

Philadelphia, PA - Congressman John Adler announced yesterday legislation to help prevent
medical misconduct at the Philadelphia VA Hospital, and veterans hospitals across the country.
At Veterans Day events around the region, Congressman Adler spoke about the lack of
transparency and accountability at the VA that allowed for nearly 100 mistreated veterans in our
area.   

"Those who put their lives on the line for our freedom deserve the best care," said
Congressman Adler, a member of the House Veterans Affairs Committee. "We must fix the
failures that happened in Philadelphia. Congress has a moral responsibility to take care of our
veterans."

  

Earlier this year, news reports revealed that the Philadelphia Veterans Hospital had for six years
mistreated veterans who relied on the hospital for critical cancer fighting treatment. In fact, from
2002 to 2008, the Philadelphia VA Medical Center brachytherapy program mistreated 98 out of
116 men with radioactive devices designed to treat prostate cancer. That means 86 percent of
patients treated received either too little or too much radiation. 

  

Since June, Congressman Adler has participated in two Congressional hearings, and countless
meeting with the VA about the lack of accountability throughout the system. 

  

Congressman Adler's legislation seeks to remedy the glaring lack of oversight that existed in the
brachytherapy program at the Philadelphia VA by making three major reforms:

    
    -  All low-volume programs that are currently operating in the VA must be evaluated and
submitted to Congress annually to ensure that they are meeting their safety standards.

  
    -   Every VA employee and independent contractor working in a VA medical facility must be
trained in what constitutes a "medical event." 

     
    -   If a VA hospital fails to administer such training, the Secretary may suspend their use of
radioactive materials on veterans. 

  

    
    -   A contract for medical services cannot be renewed until evaluations on that independent
contractor's performance have been conducted.   
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The Philadelphia VA serves more than eight counties in New Jersey and Pennsylvania.
Congressman Adler represents more than 60,000 veterans, including residents of Burlington
and Camden County who seek medical treatment regularly at the Philadelphia VA Hospital.
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